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 Ted Kuiper, (AKA the Sultan of Seed), long-
time oyster seed supplier and pioneer, retired in 2009 
selling his Humbolt Bay, California farm to Taylor 
Mariculture.  Ted established his oyster operation in 
1981, supplying seed and focusing on nursery produc-
tion of Pacific oysters and Manila clams.  His work in-
cluded larvae setting and post-set upwells, FLUPSY’s 
and tray/raft operations.  

 Humbolt Bay is California’s third largest estu-
ary and prime shellfish growing area, producing about 
$9.3 million worth of product in 2010.  Ted Kuiper 
was able to take 1.5 billion oyster and clam larvae 
from Whiskey Creek Hatchery each spring and grow 
them out to plant able size.  

 Most growers here in BC know of Ted and his 
legendary trend setting (pun intended!).  The BCSGA 
is pleased to have Ted give a presentation on his career 
and seed survival tips to our membership on June 19th 
at the Vancouver Island Visitors Centre.  We invite any 
interested growers to come out to hear him from 10am 
to noon (no cost, free coffee).  For those of you who 
haven’t seen the shellfish display at the visitors centre, 
here’s your chance!

Date:   June 19, 2013
Time:   10am - 12pm
Location:  Vancouver Island Visitors Centre
                  3607 Small Rd.
       Cumberland, BC

Canada Genome Strategy 
 Genome Canada recently held a two-day con-
ference to solicit guidance on developing a strategy to 
increase competitiveness and sustainability through 
the application of genomics in the Canadian Aquacul-
ture industry.
 Genomics research for shellfish aquaculture in 
BC has been somewhat lacking in the past, with the 
exception of the great work Dr. Helen-Gurney Smith 
conducted on creating mussel assays to identify stres-
sors on the species a few years ago.
 The more than 60 attendees represented a wide 
array of aquaculture interests from coast to coast and 
had the opportunity to listen to some great presenta-
tions about the past successes of genomics but where 

its benefit lies in the future. The rasion d’etre was to 
be able to provide input from individual sector per-
spectives on where they see where genomics research 
being useful down the road.
 From a shellfish growers perspective I pre-
sented three areas of concerns. Ocean acidification, 
developing stronger quality broodstock and the mini-
mization of disease concerns. Being outnumbered 8:1 
by fin fish concerns, I still managed, along with a few 
others to get our message across.
 We will continue to moinitor the development 
of this strategy and make sure that there are efforts 
diredted to the shellfish aquaculture industry.



The View From My Desk
 Greetings to you all.  I am writing this from the 
airport in Halifax where we met with our Eastern coun-
terparts in hopes of convincing them that an aquaculture 
act would be in their best interests.  We live in a very 
complicated country, with different rules for each Prov-
ince when it comes to the aquaculture sector.  The SGA 
would like to believe that someday, we will all operate on 
an equal playing field under the same set of rules, but that 
day looks to me to be beyond our lifetimes.  So, it is no 
wonder that certain Provinces support a national act less 
than others.  

 From my perspective, PEI operates in a near 
perfect scenario of community support coupled with an 
enabling DFO and Provincial relationship.  There is no 
doubt that they see our BC Pacific Aquaculture Regula-
tions as their worst nightmare!  The fact is, these people 
are able to thrive in their shellfish production, while our 
production decreases.  Hard to accept given our incred-
ible coastline and lack of tunicates.  So there is no one 
stop shop wording that can encompass each Provinces 
existing agreements; rather each Province will elect to 
“opt-in” on their own terms.

 Tomorrow we meet as a Canadian Aquaculture 
Industry Alliance (CAIA) working group in Ottawa, 
looking to bring new legislation wording and benefits 
to both DFO and the Ministry of Agriculture.  The one 
thing everyone can agree on is the principle that aqua-
culture is not fishing, it is farming, and as such it needs 
its own specific regulations.  CAIA has done a great job 
of translating the cost savings to Canadians health if they 
were to consume the recommended 30 percent more 
seafood.  Staggering to learn that coronary deaths would 
be reduced by 36 percent, total mortality increased by 17 
percent, and life expectancy increased by 2.2 years!

 The media has really done a disservice to Cana-
dians by freaking them out about the farming the seas 

issue.  I always think back to serving raw oysters at 
some event and just before the woman eats that half shell 
oyster, she says “wait a minute, is this FARMED?”  To 
which I asked “what do you eat that isn’t farmed, is your 
husband a hunter?”.......

 Shellfish growers are being told nationally that 
we lack “social license” but if that was true, why would 
our products qualify for sea-choice, ocean wise and or-
ganic status?! The politicians are afraid of the votes they 
might lose by the uneducated voting public sector; when 
really, they are a minority, though a very vocal minority 
for sure.

 On May 15th, the SGA met with Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada for an update on the progress on their 
numerous programs since our last update in November.  I 
have decided this process they have funded by hiring 55 
people and spending $8 million over the last three years 
should be called Hurry Up and Wait.  In classic bureau-
cratic style we can give it an acronym, HUW, kind of like 
huh?

 So what do you all as the backbone of the indus-
try need to do? Continue to farm your great products, 
enjoy the increasing availability of seed, and better than 
ever prices and demand.  Work hard as usual and let this 
battle of the regulations live with me and your elected 
board.  We will continue to ride this train and try to get it 
kinda right. Without our efforts, would your lives be any 
different down on the farm?  I know it is hard for you to 
see the results but we do have some small victories that 
are hard won.  Please know you can call our office any-
time for support or to just try and get a simple answer.

All the best,
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by Roberta Stevenson

Aquaculture news, every day on the BCSGA website...
From Monday to Friday every week we post news items from around the globe 

that are relevant to the shellfish aquaculture industry. 
Go to www.bcsga.ca and follow the News Today header.
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NAAHP Shellfish Health Program
 Since 2006, the BCSGA and the processing 
sector have collaborated with the CFIA on the shellfish 
health surveillance program in BC as an important 
component of the NAAHP (National Aquatic Animal 
Health Program). 
 In 2013, the CFIA will continue the mainte-
nance level sampling of Pacific oysters (Crassostrea 
gigas), Manila clams (Venerupis philipinarum) and 
blue mussels (Mytilus sp.) from processing plants to 
support claims of disease freedom in these popula-
tions. Such science-based claims allow for sound poli-
cies on domestic movements and enable international 
trade.
 In order to improve CFIA’s confidence in the 
health status of BC shellfish, they intend to refine the 
surveillance efforts to improve their level of confi-
dence in the health of BC shellfish stocks. The refine-
ments of this plan include:
• Diagnostic testing on shellfish populations that have 
experienced greater than average mortalities and ii) 
due to worldwide concerns over detections of Ostreid 
herpes virus (OsHV-1) and the potential for trade relat-
ed concerns with regard to this agent, a new objective 
has been added to the testing program for 2013.
• Testing for OsHV-1 in susceptible species will be 
conducted to support science based decisions on im-
port controls and enable export certification, should it 
become required. This year the CFIA intends to collect 
Pacific oyster seed to carry out screening for OsHV-1. 
They will contact those growing or importing this spe-
cies to determine opportunities for on site collection.

 To assist with the program delivery, the CFIA 
is seeking collaboration on the following from the 
BCSGA producers and processors:
1. The continued voluntary provision of samples from 
processing plants for diagnostic testing (60 animals 
per submission) for reportable, immediately notifiable 
and emerging pathogens. The CFIA sample coordina-
tor has been contacting participating plants starting to 
inquire about the availability  of products from various 
areas of the Province; this information will be used to 
ensure the sampling is representative of harvest.
2. The notification of the CFIA sampling coordinator 
when farmed shellfish populationa are seen to have 
had above average mortalities. The testing of animals 
from these events will stregthen our evidence for dis-
ease freedom of BC shellfish stocks.
3. The provision of samples of shellfish seed and spat 
for testing OsHV-1. The testing of these animals will 
inform the CFIA and industry of the presence of this 
agent in BC shellfish, and guide sound science based 
decision making should international standards be 
amended to include controls on this agent. The sam-
pling coordinator will be contacting importers and 
growers rearing Pacific oyster to obtain these samples.
 For more information regarding the NAAHP 
and ongoing shellfish health surveillance initiatives 
in BC please visit www.inspection.gc.ca/english/
util/listserv/listasube.shtml or contact Dr. Nathalie 
Bruneau, National Manager, Aquatic Surveillance and 
Epidemiology at nathalie.n.bruneau@inspection.
gc.ca

 A recent report prepared by Northern Econom-
ics for the Pacific Shellfish Institute estimates that the 
shellfish aquaculture industry in Washington spent 
approximately $101.4 million in the Washington state 
economy in 2010.  This money spent in turn generated 
$184 million or 1.8 times the activity.  
 Shellfish farmers in the state were responsible 
for approximately 1,900 direct jobs in 2010, and an 
additional 810 more jobs through indirect and induced 
activity for a total of 2,710 jobs.  $37 million dollars 
were paid out in wages in wages alone.  Every dollar 
spent by the shellfish industry in Washington state, 
generates $0.76 in wages in the state; and for every $1 
million worth of spending by the industry, nearly 27 
jobs are generated.

 The motivation for the report,  was to develop 
the reliable economic information for policy makers 
managing local marine resources and global issues 
such as the effects of ocean acidification, to back up 
their decision making.  
 This quantification of the shellfish industry 
impacts demonstrates part of the economic loss that 
is possible from lost shellfish aquaculture production 
due to ocean acidification and or water quality degra-
dation.  Furthermore it is noted that shellfish provide 
numerous benefits to society including food for human 
consumption of course, but also the removal of nitro-
gen through bioextraction- a message that needs to get 
out there to our Canadian policy makers also.

 Economic Impact of Shellfish Aquaculture in Washington
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2013 Cortes Island Seafest
 On Saturday May 18th a large crowd of avid shellfish lovers descended upon Squirrel Cove on Cortes 
Island to savour Seafest 2013. Put on by shellfish farmers on Cortes Island, the festival celebrates the bounty of 
the sea and the people who grow shellfish between Cortes and nearby Quadra Islands. 
 Oysters, clams, mussels, prawns and more were enthusiastically devoured by the masses. Visitors were 
also entertained by many local musicians as well as a viciring circus troupe from Nanaimo.
 The atmosphere during the day is relaxed with an overall loook of satisfaction on the faces of those well 
fed. Big congratulations to organizers John and Kristen Shook and all the volunteers and growers for another 
successful event!
From left to right: bbq’ing up oysters; a shucking master!; Victor McLaggan and crew shucking up some oys-
ters on the half shell.

Recently, I was able to attend a talk given by Dr. Ro-
hana Subasinghe who works with the United Nations 
Food & Agriculture Division (UN-FAO).
The mandate of this division is to reduce hunger and 
raise the levels of nutrition while improving agricul-
ture productivity.  His work in seafood as a global 
food is bringing home to us all the staggering realities 
such as: Today there are 7,116,211,307 people on the 
planet, and by 2050 there will be 9.2 billion.
 Hunger and malnutrition is the number one 
killer worldwide, killing more people than malaria, 
AIDs, or TB. 1 out of 7 people go to bed hungry every 
night, while 1 out of 4 children are overweight.  Those 
would be the kids whose communities also waste 45-
50% of their food. If things remain as they are today, 
the earth will run out of food by 2050 and the UN is 
warning of the pending food crisis now.  By 2050 the 
world will need 70% more food than today and Oxfam 
warns of food prices doubling by 2030.  What can be 
done?  We need to produce more food using fewer re-
sources.  The demand for seafood will never decrease!  
We need to shift from food to “nutritious food” which 
means changing from meat to fish.  The increase of 
NON-FED species of fish (shellfish) equals food secu-

rity. Worldwide, aquaculture is a private sector indus-
try and attracting financing and investment is essential 
for a healthy planet.  Likewise, worldwide, 80% of 
aquaculture is still today produced on small farms.  
A call for critical action has been made to help deal 
with the need to adapt our farming the sea to the reali-
ties of climate change and to improve efficiencies in 
our small scale aquaculture operations.
 While there is no global solution to this prob-
lem, focus needs to be made to address local solutions.  
Frankly, Canada has an obligation to work with all the 
nations of the world to do what we can to help feed the 
world.  The old saying of “think globally, act locally” 
remains true here.  Our shellfish prices have never 
been better and the demand is seemingly strong.  
So why does the department of fisheries and oceans 
continue to support wild fisheries over aquaculture 
which to most of us is looking a lot like “buffalo 
hunting”? Strong and credible science has done a 
good job of showing the net benefits of our products 
on the marine environment.  We continue to look for 
an educated DFO leadership with the ability to swim 
upstream when the time is right; showing a strength to 
make change.  

 Global Aquaculture
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comox valley 
chowder challenge

Beer Garden

Fanny Bay  Oysters Oyster  Shucking Competit ion

cooking  demos

Food Vendors

Marine  touch tank

sponsored by

S a t u r d a y  J u n e  1 5  
1 2 - 5 p m

bcshe l l f ishfes t iva l . ca

C o m o x 
M a r i n a  P a r k

sponsored by the Old House Village Hotel & Spa

sponsored by UVIC/ CART Network

hosted by Townsite Brewery



 6                    Tidelines Summer 2013        

 Aquaculture Management Advisory Committee
 Fisheries and Oceans has completed its tabu-
lation of voting for the selection of license holder 
representatives for the shellfish aquaculture manage-
ment advisory committee (AMAC).  Approximately 
200 ballots were cast in this election and the follow-
ing candidates received the highest numbers of votes, 
and now hold positions: Keith Reid, Gordy McLellan, 
Barry Seeley, Rob Tryon, Clint Collins, Daniel Rabu 
and Ed Bereziak.  

 There will be these seven shellfish seats, seven 
First Nation seats, one for a mucipal government 
representative, one for an NGO and 2 association seats 
(BCSGA & Aboriginal Aquaculture Association).  
 

 The finfish equivalent met on March 27th, but 
we don’t expect a first meeting now until well into 
June or perhaps later due to some issues that DFO 
needs to work out with the First Nation representatives 
in advance concerning their funding package to attend 
and participate in these discussions.  Our growers will 
be the only attendees at the meetings who not only pay 
their own travel, but also suffer the economic loss by 
missing a day of work.
  
 The committee (or I should say, lack of com-
mittee) is constantly deemed the hold up on many is-
sues.  The BCSGA has formally written a letter of sup-
port for this process in hopes that we can move some 
of our outstanding issues along using the process.  

 Last year, the directors of the Bee Islets Grow-
er’s Corp in Gorge Harbour set out to tackle a problem 
that has plagued the shellfish industry for years - the 
large billets of Styrofoam® used as floatation for 
shellfish rafts pose an environmental nuisance as they 
deteriorate with age. Several attempts have been made 
over the years to reduce this problem, but they have 
largely proven ineffectual, or not economically viable. 
 
 Bee Islets’ innovative project, called Cana-
dian-Aquaculture-Styrofoam-Encasement (CASE), 
involved encapsulating existing floats in a shell of 
rugged seaworthy plastic, ending the breakdown of 
foam nodules into the water column and onto our 
beaches. President Julia Rendall’s research led her to 
Mike Hanna of West Coast Spray Foam who sourced 
a product that could be sprayed directly onto existing 
foams. The product is tough, durable and environmen-
tally friendly. 
 
 Project Financial Manager, Sandra Wood’s 
persistent support proved invaluable, successfully 
applying for a Canadian Government grant through 
the DFO’s Aquaculture Innovation and Market Access 
Program (AIMAP), which contributed nearly $50,000 
for the project. 
 
 Corporate and public support was instanta-
neous, as was the financial and volunteer labour com-

mitment from the various shellfish Growers compris-
ing the Bee Islets Growers Corp. 
 
 Special thanks go to these Growers, and also 
to Roberta Stevenson of the BC Shellfish Growers 
Association, Amanda Thornton of the Stewards of 
the Gorge Harbour Society, Richard Glickman of the 
Gorge Harbour Marina, Doug Brown and Suzanne 
Denis, Wayne & Dianne Duplesis, BC Hydro, the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources Op-
erations, Noba Anderson, Director of Cortes Electoral 
Area ‘B’, and to Sean Irvine of Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada for his helpful support.
For more information, contact Julia Rendall at jumar-
cortes@msn.com or phone 250-935-6681.

Cortes Island Leads the Way in Shellfish Innovation
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 Poachers on Tenures 
 It has been a difficult transition from dealing 
with the Province to dealing with the DFO.  This is 
further demonstrated by the change in responsibility 
for getting poachers busted when they take your pri-
vate property off your farm.  In the Provincial juris-
diction days, a farmer would call the RCMP and they 
could issue a trespass penalty.  But today, the RCMP 
will more likely tell you that since you are now a fish-
erman holding a fishing license, this is a DFO issue.  

 In order to get a policy and enforcement on 
this problem, we have been working with DFO com-
pliance officers to get resolution.  Our thanks to Den-
ver Marraty, DFO compliance officer, for his patience 
and persistence with solving these issues.

 Denver has asked that farmers send into our 
SGA office specific scenarios of enforcement issues 
that either have happened or could happen in the 

future, to allow him and his partners to determine the 
appropriate responses.  Make sure to email us the site 
type, location, and frequency of events, if possible.  I 
know most growers shy away from authority, so this 
allows us to compile our examples and educate com-
pliance about the realities.  The SGA has been suc-
cessful in getting rid of the need to pay and register all 
our employee’s who work on our beaches harvesting 
with DFO; but this has made it difficult for the com-
pliance officers to determine who is approved to be on 
the site and who isn’t.   

 If you have a violation, call it into the Observe, 
Record & Report line @ 1-800-465-4336, to get a 
response from the compliance officers.  The officers 
will work with the RCMP to determine the appropriate 
action given the scenario, and if necessary, set up an 
investigation to lead to convictions and charges.

 PRISC Update
 On Thursday, April 18, I attended the Pacific 
Regional Inter-Governmental Shellfish Commit-
tee’s (PRISC) twice annual meeting in Nanaimo at 
the Pacific Biological Station. Of concern to growers 
should be the temporary seasonal closure enacted in 
Gorge Harbour on Cortes Island due to the amounts of 
pleasure crafts anchoring in the harbor. Despite grow-
ers attempts to continue working with officials to keep 
the area open while more monitoring could take place, 
PRISC unanimously voted to enact the closure to the 
chagrin of BCSGA Board Member David Nikleva, one 
of the growers affected by the closure who came spe-
cifically to the meeting to passionately argue the case 
to keep the Gorge opened. 

 Specifically PRISC stated, “Due to the number 
of transient boats visiting portions of Gorge Harbour 
during the summer season, EC (Environment Canada) 
recommends that a seasonal boating closure be in-
voked within the western cove of Gorge Harbour dur-
ing the dates of July 1 to September 15.” Furthermore, 
the committee also enacted a new seasonal closure in 
the southwest cove of Gorge Harbour based on the 
continued presence of liveaboard vessels.

 We stated our concerns over this growing prob-
lem and would like to see something like the 125m 
closure boundary that we have to abide by enacted for 
pleasure crafts so that they cannot anchor within range 
of our farms. 

 This issue happens in other areas where boats 
are anchoring adjacent to shellfish tenures. PRISC 
has been invoking the 125m harvest prohibition zone 
around those vessels which is shuts down parts of 
farmers tenures. We will continue to monitor the situ-
ation and offer PRISC members ideas on how to solve 
this problem.

 A few other notes: the closure boundary in 
Whaletown was pushed back to its 2010 location and 
subsequently a farm was reopened; the east side of 
Saltery Bay was opened; sanitary closure in area 16.2 
Sechelt Inlet has been revoked; emergency closure in 
area 14.3 due to the sunken vessel off Denman Island 
has been revoked; emergency closure in Toquaht Bay 
area 23 bb, due to heavy metals run off from aban-
doned mine.
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Raven Coal Update
 Ok, so now we have the liberal government 
in power for another four years and they have never 
turned down a mine yet, so what are our chances of 
protecting Baynes Sound? The SGA continues to gar-
nish support and our list is growing; we have expand-
ed our presentations beyond Rotary Clubs and local 
community organizations to First Nation governments 
now.  The mantra for this communication effort has 
always been Food not Coal, but we are backing that up 
with good science.  
 The SGA has hired Dr. Kevin Morin to review 
the Raven Coal EIS document (12,000 pages worth!) 
and give us his interpretation of the data.  Dr. Morin 
will look at the predicted flows and volumes of surface 
and ground waters, the geology of the project (rock 
units and their mineralogy create the water contamina-
tion), etc.  
 Dr. Morin will provide us with lots of ques-
tions due to missing information or uncertainties and 
help to point out any errors in the document.  Dr. 
Morin has 35 years of experience in the field of con-
taminant migration, hydrogeology, impact assessment 
and computer modeling related to mining and indus-
trial activity.  He has reviewed hundreds of mining 
operations all over the world and we are grateful for 
being able to access his expertise.
 Meanwhile the questions on the mines eco-
nomic viability continue to haunt us.  Shares in this 

proposed mine have plummeted from $4.5 two years 
ago to only 4.5 cents today.  And then there’s the 
promise of jobs part, because after all, they pay so 
much more than a shellfish farmer can earn; but we 
know there are no qualified underground miners avail-
able in Canada, so they will need to be imported.  
 Maybe this company is going to run out of 
money soon, maybe not.  In their 2012 annual fi-
nancial statements it is noted that the company has 
an accumulated a deficit of $6,929,000 and incurred 
an operating loss of $1,255,000 creating a “material 
uncertainty” which casts doubt about the corporations 
ability to continue.  
 On May 16th, the Environmental Assessment 
Office (EAO) rejected the Raven Coal Mine applica-
tion due to “the major information requirements” that 
were not adequately addressed in the submission, with 
a 114 page summary document outlining these gaps.  
Maybe Raven will go back to the drawing board and 
resubmit again; maybe not.  We are four years into this 
now, and for shellfish farmers there is no giving up 
until the official answer to this mine is NO.
 The SGA will continue to lobby against this 
mine as long as it takes.  Stay tuned for ways that you, 
the farmers, can get involved in our protest activities 
planned over the summer.

FOOD not coal
b c s g a . c a / f o o d n o t c o a l

For the latest information on the Raven Coal 
Mine please visit facebook.com/foodnotcoal
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BARR’s Products. Your Business. 
Unsinkable Success.

business at BARR Plastics Inc, the leading distributor & 
custom fabricator of plastic tanks & accessories, materials 
handling bins, totes & containers, along with all the products 

wastewater tank for your boat? 

barrplastics.com | 1.800.665.4499

Plastic Tanks & Liquid Handling

Materials Handling

Shellfish Rafts, Floats & Kits

Custom Fabrication
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The Fall issue of Tidelines will be going out 
September 1. Deadline for submissions is August 15.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Nootka Sound Shellfish Ltd is seeking an active part-
ner or the outright sale of it’s clam farms in Kendrick 
Inlet. Included is a 5.5 Ha clam and oyster beach, with 
2.5 HA of clam ground, covered with 1.5 Ha of new 
netting and a harvestable crop. 
Also a 1.5 Ha clam and oyster beach in Plumper Har-
bour, with 6250 square meters of netted clam ground, 
and both clam and oyster crops. The farm comes with 
a 1000 sq ft accommodation cabin on the uplands. 

Investment required, $100k to $250k.  Family crisis 
forces sale. Please reply to k_vautier@hotmail.com  
or 250-248-8786 for more information.

Baynes Sound Leases for Sale

1) 12.75 acres- good production: oysters, 4 acres clam 
ground netted, seed with cultch for production over 
next 5 years.
2) 8.4 acres - good production: oysters (singles), oys-
ter cultch and clam gorund in sheltered bay.
3) 4.2 acres - production of clams, partly netted, oys-
ter cultch and permitted to plant geoduck.
For more information contact:
Larry at 250.478.3518/250.361.5755 / Mark at 
250.757.9252 / summerbreezeaqua@shaw.ca

Opportunity

For rent/lease/sale
For long term rent/lease/sale of small 1 bed and loft 
new cabin on 10+ wooded acreage and oyster farm 
within 11 rafts the sheltered clean waters in the gorge. 
Idealy rent/lease/sell to right family/couple.  Reason-
ably priced to good community minded people.  Con-
tact Susan 780-296-0352.

BCSGA Membership Renewal Notice
Friendly reminder that if you haven’t yet renewed your 2012-2013 

membership with the BCSGA you can do so by visiting our website at 
bcsga.ca/about/membership-details/ and printing out the form.

For Sale

Oyster and clam farm for sale on Denman Island- beach 
site.
3.8 acres.
For more information please contact Ben at:
Cell: 604.710.1668
Home: 250.703.9641
achantran@gmail.com



BC Shellfish Grower’s Association Board of Directors

Tom Broadley 
250.339.1313

broadley@ieccorporate.com

Gordy McLellan - Secretary
250.335.2129

gordy@macsoysters.com

Dr. Stephen Cross 
250.338.9255

sfcross@office.geog.uvic.ca

Bill Vernon
604.487.0049

bill.vernon@shaw.ca

David Nikleva
250.935.6607

dnikleva@telus.net

Yves Perreault - President
604.414.0383

littlewingfarm@telus.net

Keith Reid
250.757.9304

keith@stellarbay.ca

Brian Yip - Vice-President
250.335.0125

briany@fannybayoysters.com

B C  S h e l l f i s h  G r o w e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  S t a f f
Roberta Stevenson - Executive Director

roberta@bcsga.ca

Matthew Wright - Communications Manager
matt@bcsga.ca

BC Shellfish Growers Association
Unit F - 2002 Comox Ave. Comox, BC V9M 3M6

250.890.7561 ph/250.890.7563 fx
www.bcsga.ca

W h a t ’ s  t h e  B C S G A  b e e n  u p  t o ?
• Feb. 25, R. Stevenson presented at UVIC Forum 
on shellfish aquaculture industry in BC, Victoria
• March 20, BCSGA BOD Meeting, Comox
• April 2, M. Wright presented and was a panel 
speaker at Raven Mine forum held at North Island 
College, Courtenay
• April 11-12, M. Wright attended Genomics Can-
ada symposium to provide input on future direction 
of research priorities, Toronto
• April 13, R. Stevenson attended the Oceans of 
Plenty II fundraiser for Coal Watch Comox Valley, 
Fanny Bay
• April 18, R. Stevenson and the BCSGA hosted 
their General Meeting in Lund followed by a day-
long harmful algae bloom workshop for farmers, 
Lund
• April 18, M. Wright and D. Nikleva attended 
PRISC meeting at Pacific Biological Station, 
Nanaimo
• April 20, M. Wright attended Letters from Ground 
Zero letter writing campaign against the proposed 
Raven Coal Mine, Fanny Bay
• May 6, M. Wright made a presentation to the 
North Vancouver Island Chefs Association about 
shellfish aquaculture, Comox
• May 9, R. Stevenson presented our concerns about 
the proposed mine to the Tseshaht First Nation, Port 
Alberni
• May 12, R. Stevenson presented on the state of 
the BC shellfish industry at a panel discussion at the 
University of Victoria, Victoria
• May 15, BCSGA BOD/ SAIAP meeting, Cumberland
• May 18, M. Wright attended Cortes Seafest to 
lend support equipment and help, Squirrel Cove
• May 23-29, R. Stevenson attended CAIA meet-
ings, Ottawa, Halifax

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s
• June 6 -16 BC Shellfish Festival, Comox
• June 8, World Ocean Day Celebration, Campbell 
River
• June 19, BCSGA Board Meeting, Cumberland
• July 17, BCSGA BOD Meeting, Comox

Have an event you’d like listed? 
Send it in to matt@bcsga.ca

Daniel Rabu
250.287.6408

panache23@hotmail.com

Rob Tryon
250.668.0356

rob@effingoyster.com


