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National Aquaculture Development Strategy Update

 As the West Coast representative for shellfish, 
I have been active on the Canadian Aquaculture Indus-

try Alliance (CAIA) government relations (GR) com-

mittee working to get support for an Aquaculture Act 

to replace the 140 year old Fisheries Act.  This process 

is slow, frustrating, expensive and time consuming.  
However, it seems like patience is beginning to finally 
pay off as the Office of the Prime Minister has shown 
a positive response to the strategy and we are now in 

the process of devel-

oping a memorandum 

of understanding for 

the working group to 

include the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the 

Department of Fisher-

ies.  This MOU will lay 
out the structure for the 

committee, terms of ref-
erence, and a workplan 
for moving forward.  

 Meanwhile, 
our GR committee has 

been making efforts to 

educate decision makers 

on the need for change.  

We met with BC and 

Atlantic Provincial 
Ministers and staff over 
the summer, in Septem-

ber the BC Conserva-

tive MP’s and then the 
Atlantic Caucus MP’s.  We also hosted a reception for 
MP’s, Senators, and Diplomatic Missions in Ottawa 
serving farmed seafood and working the crowd to dis-

cuss our national strategy.  It is interesting to note the 

sense from politicians that aquaculture lacks “social 

license”.  

 This term is used continually and I find it con-

fusing in a time when our shellfish are considered the 
best choice on menus and has the stamp of approval 

from the likes of Oceanwise, Seachoice, and SeaFood 
Watch programs.  Social license to us means employ-

ing sustainable farming practices while providing year 

round jobs to rural communities who can no longer 

fish the oceans.
 Besides the GR committee, CAIA has devel-

oped a technical com-

mittee to calculate 

estimates of direct and 

indirect costs and eco-

nomic impacts of our 

working under a Fish-

eries Act.  It is hoped 

that a clear cost benefit 
analysis will illustrate 

the overall benefits to 
Canada of an Aquacul-

ture Act.  In November, 
we will be looking at 

aquaculture acts world-

wide (Canada is the 

only country without 

one).  While I know it 

is hard to understand 

at this point how this 

project will benefit you, 
the grower, in your day 
to day farming activi-

ties, the SGA board has 
deemed that it is worthwhile enough to dedicate a 

majority of my time and efforts to this project for the 

next two years.  To that end, I will continue to make 
sure our voice at the table is heard and that our mes-

sage remains strong and focused. 

Left to right- Clare Blackman, Director of Sustainability, Ma-

rine Harvest Canada; Roberta Stevenson, Executive Director, 
BC Shellfish Growers Association; Pamela Parker, Executive 
Director, New Brunswick Salmon Farmers Association; Mary 
Ellen Walling, Executive Director, BC Salmon Farmers; Ruth 
Salmon, Executive Director, Canadian Aquaculture Industry 
Alliance.

by Roberta Stevenson



The View From My Desk
 Those of you who were able to attend the recent 

annual general workshop were part of the fifty attendees 
who spent the day learning something new; and those 

who did not attend, we have made an effort here to pass 
on some of the information from our workshops.  The an-

nual shellfish growers’ dinner brought out over a hundred 
people employed in the industry and it was a lot of fun!  

 We were entertained by the local theatre works 

troupe and as a character raged 

into the hall ranting about shell-

fish debri and farmers making 
noise on the water, there wasn’t 
a non-laughing person present.  

This year our awards of recogni-

tion went out to Chris Day from 

Okeover Inlet and Grant Webb 

from Cortes Island, both long 
term growers who have contrib-

uted much to the industry!  So 

great food, good entertainment, 
and lots of laughs.

 

 It is nice to start a “New 

Year” and with that comes a new 

budget forecast as our year end 

is August 31st.  The board has 

approved a budget that, for the 
first time since I started spending 
your money, will see the year end 
with a deficit.  It is not as easy as 
years past to find additional grant 
monies as all levels of government 

spending has been cut back.  The 

association cannot run on mem-

bership dues alone, we have relied on various grants to 
provide us with funds for staffing the office.  But for this 
year, we will maintain our status quo and continue to 
operate at our usual output.  

 

 We welcome two new board members this year; 

Daniel Rabu operating out of Haida Gwaii and Rob Ty-

ron operating a farm in Barkley Sound.  These additions 

bring closer our goal of having regional representation 

on the board, and we really appreciate them stepping up 
to the plate despite the daunting logistics of attending 

monthly meetings!  

 

 The work to pare down the 38 

pages of your license conditions 

continues!  We were happy to get a 

shortened amendment and applica-

tion package, and are hopeful that 
we can cut the license by half.  So 

much of the terms are already cov-

ered by other regulations, and other 
parts are redundant.  The “need to 

know- why?” list is getting shorter, 
and with any luck the 2013 license 

will reflect some of our work with 
DFO staff.  

 

 We have also been successful in 

getting a policy just for shellfish, 
instead of being part of a large suite 

that was primarily designed for fin-

fish farming.  Although we haven’t 
seen it yet, it is good to be heard.  
Likewise, we have been assured 
that our lobbying for a reasonable 

license fee that is not based on ac-

tual sales, but rather a set fee that is 
affordable, will be forthcoming.  So 
who says the squeaky wheel gets the 

grease!?
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by Roberta Stevenson

Greg Wood and Keith Reid helping out 

at the BC Oyster Taste-Off at this year’s 
AGM Dinner.

Aquaculture news, every day on the BCSGA website...
From Monday to Friday every week we post news items from around the globe 

that are relevant to the shellfish aquaculture industry. 
Go to www.bcsga.ca and follow the News Today header.



Tidelines Fall 2012       3

Canadian Diarrhetic Shellfish Poisoning Symposium
 First Diarrhetic Shellfish Poisoning Outbreak 
in the Pacific Northwest in 2011Outbreak 2011
In August 2011 over 60 people became sick from 

eating cooked mussels. This was BC‘s first diarrhetic 
shellfish poisoning (DSP) outbreak. DSP is caused 
when shellfish ingest toxin producing algae. When 
consumed by humans the toxin can cause rapid onset 
of diarrhea, nausea and vomiting (similar to noro-

virus). The toxin cannot be inactivated by heat and, 
therefore, DSP can be associated with both raw and 
cooked shellfish.

Why did this outbreak occur?

Do we have monitoring programs in place to safe-

guard commercial shellfish?
What roles do industry and government have in this 

process?

What methods exist to detect marine toxins in shell-
fish, to detect harmful algal blooms, and does phyto-

plankton monitoring have a role?

Is there public health significance to sharing envi-
ronmental marine results routinely with public health 

practitioners?

Do you know what specimens to collect if a marine 

toxin poisoning occurs?
Do you know what messaging exists currently about 
marine toxins, both to key stakeholders and to the 
public?

Can we improve risk communications between our-

selves, and to the consumers and self-harvester?
These questions, and more will be addressed during 
this symposium. 

This symposium is intended for a diverse audience, 
including:

• Shellfish growers
• Epidemiologists
• Laboratory Scientists
• Medical Practitioners
• Environmental Health Officers
• Researchers
• Government Regulators

Objectives:

• provide a forum to educate key stakeholders on this 
emerging issue

• to create a DSP network
• to identify research and surveillance priorities in BC
• to build capacity in BC to respond to DSP and other 
shellfish toxin outbreak investigations.
• to optimize risk communication messaging to stake-

holders and the public during outbreaks and harmful 

algal bloom events

This symposium was made possible through funding 

and sponsorship from the following agencies:

• BCCDC/UBC Foundation Grant
• BC Shellfish Growers‘ Association
• Canadian Food Inspection Agency
• Health Canada

Registartion for this free symposium can be 

made by emailing:

lorraine.mcintyre@bccdc.ca

For a complete list of speakers and the symposium 

agenda please visit:

http://www.bccdc.ca/NR/rdonlyres/67A84249-
ACA0-446B-B8EE-5966A6E67FA3/0/DSPProgram-

Nov272012_updateOct26.pdf

November 27, 2012, Pinnacle Hotel at the Pier - 138 Victory Ship Way, North Vancouver, BC

Recent News: Until recently, standard tests to detect toxins in shellfish involved mice. But now the 
UK has replaced these animal tests with new analytical chemistry techniques that saved 14,000 mice in 2012. 
If the techniques were adopted worldwide, it could save a million mice, estimates the Centre for Environ-
ment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas), which developed the new testing standard.
Naturally occurring algal toxins can accumulate in filter-feeding bivalve molluscs and sometimes in other 
shellfish. If people eat contaminated shellfish, the health effects can be serious, or even fatal.
The Cefas team developed tests for two toxin classes: paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP) toxins and lipo-
philic toxins, including those responsible for diarrhetic shellfish poisoning (DSP).
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IMAP, AMAC & PAR
 Since Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 

assumed regulatory responsibility for aquaculture in 

BC December 2010, they have been busy developing 
conditions of license and numerous regulatory man-

agement tools for the shellfish industry.   One of these 
“tools” is called the IMAP program which is based on 
a similar protocol used for other “fisheries”.  Basically 
it is a mechanism for DFO to have consulted with oth-

er user groups before making decisions on how your 

farm can operate.  The difference between the IMAP 
and the AMAC (Aquaculture Management Advisory 
Committees) is that the AMAC is the mechanism 
which brings together a range of individuals interested 

in topics related to aquaculture to provide coordinated 

advice to DFO, in order to help inform them for the 
development of the IMAP which will in turn form a 
component of the management framework under the 

Pacific Aquaculture Regulations (PAR).
 Seriously folks?!? This system is a huge make 

work project in the SGA view of the world of shellfish 
aquaculture.  However, this is the new reality, and we 
are doing our best to participate and rally for simpli-

fication where ever possible.  After all, some of the 
decisions which the groups will be able to have input 

into would be things like the length of YOUR DFO 

aquaculture license which is currently only one year 

but could be a nine year license under the conditions 

of the Fisheries Act. Issuing a license once every nine 

years rather than annually sounds like a huge make 

work time saver, but it seems it is not so simple.  
 Likewise, the conditions of your license to 
grow shellfish are open to the scrutiny of these com-

mittees.  The committee’s role in providing advice to 
DFO on the management of PRIVATELY OWNED 
shellfish on farms is certainly confusing and in our 
view, unnecessary.  Our farmers already farm in a 
very controlled setting using environmentally sustain-

able best practices.  Participating on a committee with 
so many interests that have little or no knowledge or 

expertise on shellfish aquaculture, we doubt consen-

sus could ever be achieved.  Timely decision making 

to allow our farms to be competitive with the rest of 

Canada and the world seems unlikely given this for-

mat.

 In order to properly consult with shellfish 
farmers, we have recommended that DFO send out 
some 800 letters outlining these committees to every 

tenure holder.  BCSGA membership is only about 

50% of the shellfish farming companies (although it 
represents 80% of the product grown). There are seven 
seats available for aquaculture industry license hold-

ers and 1-2 for association representation. (7 for First 
Nations, 3 for Environmental Organizations, 1 for 
Regional Districts) In the letter you will be receiving 

towards the end of November, you will be given the 
opportunity to nominate yourself or someone else to 

this committee.  

 After the department gets back the list of 

proposed nominees, they will then send out 800 more 
letters with the list for you to vote in your choices via 

a mail in ballot. All in all it is expected to take until it 
least at January to determine who will be on the com-

mittee from industry.  The first meeting of this group 
would probably happen sometime in March 2013.

Agri-Food Trade Council
 The BCSGA was able to get a seat on this new 

provincial council to make sure that our shellfish prod-

ucts are recognized as an agri product worthy of some 
of the new monies available in January to associations 

to market food provincially.  

 All other programs to date have been only 

available on an export level.  We will be developing a 

proposal to increase the education of Canadians on the 

BC shellfish industry and the products we grow, not 
just to get local markets but also to garnish support in 

our need for protecting our marine water.  

 We will need to put up equal dollars to get 

these monies, so that will be a challenge.  

The Winter issue of Tidelines will be going out in 

March. Deadlines for submissions is March 1, 2013.
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2012-2013 Board of Directors

 

 We have been hard at work updating our new 

industry Environmental Management Codes of Prac-

tice for BC shellfish industry. Our original document 
was developed in 2001 and though a good piece of 

work, it needs to be updated to include the benefits 
our industry provides to the environment as well as 

implementing the new technologies and management 

practices developed since that time.

 We will be working closely with the Depart-

ment of Fisheries and Oceans to try and incorporate as 

many of their practical requirements, as found in the 
conditions of licence, into the codes to both alleviate 
and streamline the requirements for growers. Getting 

input from conservation groups will further ensure 

our industry remains one of the most sustainable food 

producing sectors in the country. Having growers on 

board ensures that the practices in the document are 

relevant, workable and remain current.
 This document will also further help to iden

tify shellfish aquaculture as it’s own entity within the 
broader use of the term aquaculture. With all the posi-

tives shellfish aquaculture provides environmentally, 
economically and socially we should be able to toot 

our own horn and educate the public of the benefits 
our industry provides.

 Furthermore, with more and more demand 
from the public for food sustainablitity and accoun-

tibility, this document will serve as a testament to buy-

ers that our products fit and even surpass may of the 
eco labels that consumers now demand at the check-

out counter,
 You will notice we have inserted a short 

questionnaire in this issue and it would be extremely 
appreciated if you could take five minutes to fill it out 
and either mail in back (address on last page) or fax 
it back to 250.890.7563. Your feedback and input is 
invaluable!

Left to Right Standing: Rob Tryon, Northwest Aquaculture; Keith Reid, Stellar Bay Shellfish; Barb Bunting, 
island Scallops; Dave Nikleva, Cortes Gold; Yves Perreault, Little Wing Oysters; Brian Yip, Fanny Bay Oysters; 
Daniel Rabu, Haida Seafood Products.
Left to Right Crouched: Tom Broadley, IEC International; Bill Vernon, Nelson Island Sea Farms.
Not Present: Gordy McLellan, Stephen Cross

EMCP Update
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Review of what Oceans Alaska is up to
 

 Tom Henderson, mariculture director for 
Oceans Alaska was a guest speaker at the recent BC-

SGA annual workshop.  Oceans Alaska is a nonprofit, 
community based corporation that was established in 

Ketchikan in 1992.  Originally the entity was formed 
to develop an educational and tourist attraction seawa-

ter aquarium.  The group expanded to encourage the 
economic potential 

of shellfish, mari-
culture and related 

activities in coastal 

Alaskan communi-

ties.  

 Oceans 

Alaska has built 

a mariculture 

research facility, 
nine miles south 

of Ketchikan, on 
a floating barge.  
The concrete 

barge was built in 

Powell River and 
moved to its exist-
ing site in March 
2012.  By June 

the facility had 10 

upwell/downwell 
tanks and feed 

production for seed in the 24ft. by 60 ft. lab area.

Growers at the workshop were interested in learning 

about the economics of the facility, as there is much 
interest in replicating such a system here.  Heating the 

water to 21C with the average incoming water at 6C, 
is done by heat pumps running on electricity, with an 
estimated energy cost of about $1200 per month.  The 

total approximate cost to set up this hatchery equip-

ment was $130,000. 
 As most growers well know from experience, 
there has been a seed shortage for the last few years, 
and as I mentioned in our last issue of Tidelines, the 
US based hatcheries are ramping up to produce more 

seed at 1000 micron size; with the hope that growers 
will develop infrastructure to boost these animals up 

to out planting size.  Tom was open to sharing what he 
has learnt and leaves us with the impression that 

we could also develop such a facility here.  Interested 

SGA members have now formed a committee to look 

at opportunities to duplicate the Oceans Alaska rearing 

system here.  The actual business ownership structure 

and location of the facility are just some of the details 

to be looked at.  Please contact our office if you are 
interested in participating in this committee.

 Meanwhile, Oceans Alaska is hopeful that they 
will have more 

success in their 

next year of pro-

duction.  They also 

plan on building 

another new centre 

that would have 

the capacity to 

produce 50 million 
oyster seed and 3 

million geoduck 

seed as well as the 

microalgae to feed 

them.  The BC-

SGA will continue 

to develop work-

ing relationships 

with our Alaskan 

neighbors to solve 

our mutual prob-

lems.  

  Alaska currently has 25 permitted 
geoduck farms covering 122 acres, and predictions are 
that there will be a need for 3 million geoduck seed 

annually.  The Oceans Alaska hatchery had some suc-

cess with growing geoduck seed, and given their sup-

portive political climate, the prediction is that Alaska 
will grow $150 million worth of geoducks in the near 
future.  

 Meanwhile, here in BC, DFO has told us that 
possibly by spring 2013, they will make a decision 
on whether or not to proceed with enabling geoduck 

aquaculture.  It is discouraging to watch our neighbors 

to the south and the north move ahead with developing 

aquaculture while production here is in decline.  

Oceans Alaska’s hatchery boasts brand new set tanks, a grading station 
and algae tubes (in the background). ©oceansalaska
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Raven Coal Mine Update
 The board of directors made a motion that di-

rectly states the associations’ stance on the coal project 
as zero tolerance.  Now that we have been engaged 
with the process for two years, and been able to hire 
help to review the science and proposed workings of 

the mine, Tom Broadley and Dr. Steve Cross have 
determined that there is absolutely nothing further that 

could be done to convince the association that this 

proposal is compatible or safe for our Baynes Sound 

farmers.  The board decided that it was inappropriate 

for them to not go on record as a food producer in the 

marine environment as being opposed.  

 Matt and I have been travelling every week to 
make presentations about the shellfish industry’s con-

cerns around the coal mine proposal.  We have spoken 

to various Rotary Clubs and soon to the Regional 

District of Comox Strathcona.  On October 15th I gave 
a talk at the Vancouver Island Economic Summit and 
outlined some of our concerns.  This is the fourth year 

that I have been asked to speak at this conference, so 
it was a perfect time to engage in this message.  On 

the panel along with me was a representative from the 

mine who pointed out, once again, to the attendee’s the 
fact that coal was mined alongside of the oyster farms 

forty years ago in the region.  To this end, we always 
make our point that, in today’s world of food safety 
regulations - what was done then would not stand the 

test now.  

 We believe that the public comment period of 

only fifty days will probably happen by February.  We 
plan on escalating our efforts as we get closer to that 

time to make sure the public takes the time to send in 

their concerns.  We have kept ourselves at arm’s length 
of other opposed groups; to promote ourselves as a 

farming, business orientated, valued user of the ma-

rine resource that creates employment and economic 

benefits to the area.  It is comforting to note that the 
Council of Canadians have passed a motion nationally 

to oppose this mine; the United Church Vancouver 

Island branches have passed a motion to oppose this 

mine; over forty conservation groups have come for-

ward publicly with their opposition to the project.  

 There will be a time closer to the May election 
when this issue will be strictly based on politics and 

not science. Recently we were able to meet with John 

Hogan, official opposition leader, for the NDP, Adrian 
Dix leader for the NDP, Rob Flemming NDP environ-

ment critic, as well as the local candidate Kassandra 
Dyke.  The NDP call this coal proposal a show stopper 
and will be using it in their election platform.

Please send in comments during comment period and 
turn out to demonstrate this spring when we hope to 

host a media event out on the water.  We will keep you 

posted on our efforts.

FOOD not coal

bcsga.ca/foodnotcoal

For the latest information on the Raven Coal 

Mine please visit www.bcsga/foodnotcoal
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BCSGA 2012 Workshops Summary
 Our recent annual workshops were held in Courte-

nay on a variety of topics of keen interest to BC’s shellfish 
growers, from phytoplankton monitoring in Baynes Sound 
to updates to CFIA’s bio-toxin monitoring program.
 The day started off with Tom Henderson from 

Oceans Alaska who presented on their efforts to develop a 

seed hatchery in Alaska. Although still in the early stages, 
the progress they’ve made to date has ensured them with 
the confidence that their hatchery will in the future be a 
viable operation. That being said, the initial expenditures 
on the project to get it to the next stage will be significant 
though they are confident this challenge will be overcome.
 The CFIA was on hand to discuss the current 

bio-toxin monitoring program for shellfish, what has been 
done this year so far and also to relate that they are cur-

rently in talks to revamp the program so that it both makes 

more sense for shellfish farmers and meets the criteria 
they need to follow. Recommendations for this new pro-

gram will be going to a federal committee within the next 
12 months.

 Dr. Terri Sutherland outlined her pilot project on 

phytoplankton origin and distribution in Baynes Sound. 

This study hopes to enable growers in the region to have 

the tools available to best plan out their growing and har-

vesting schedules to maximize production.
 Keith Reid of Stellar Bay Shellfish brought a view 
of shellfish aquaculture production from a recent tour of 
Japan. The main message was that their industry has a 

high level of support from both government and the public 

which enables them to build their industry in a truly high tec way.

 Dr. Stephen Cross gave an update on the CART (Coastal Aquaculture Research and Training) Network 

at the University of Victoria. This network researches current aquaculture issues and acts as a spring  board 

launching the new generation of scientists focused on aquaculture issues in BC.

 Dr. Lora Tryon gave a presentation about the future opportunities to develop aquaculture in BC, in 
particular a pilot project focused on cultivating sea cucumbers in north Baynes Sound. This pilot project could 

open the door to an extremely lucrative and sustainable industry in BC.
 The Centre for Shellfish Research followed with an update on their ongoing research in Baynes Sound 
on interactions between shellfish aquaculture activities and the coastal ecosystem, husbandry practices and ge-

nomics.

 Rob Marshall of Mac’s Oysters gave a presentation on a collaboartive research project with DFO on us-

ing novel growth media to control biofouling and shell deformities in suspended culture of bivalves, a study that 
used cockles, oysters and manila clams to improve grow out methods.
 The BCSGA’s Matthew Wright finished the day with a presentation on the the association’s project to 
update the 2001 Environmental Management Codes of Practice for the industry as both a timely and welcome 
project that will be done in consulatation with various groups including the DFO, BC Ministry of Agriculture 
and other stakeholder groups and growers.

Proposed six-year sea cucmber pilot project encom-

passing 155 ha of subtidal shoreline from Gartley 
point to Union Bay
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Small Vessel Operator Proficiency Training (SVOP)
 The BCSGA is pleased to be putting on two SVOP courses in the New Year for members, one in Cour-
tenay and one in Lund.

 SVOP (Small Vessel Operator Proficiency) is a marine training requirement. Gone are the days when 
someone could just learn a vessel, run it, and take passengers, cargo or fish around without showing a proof of 
competency. While most of us believe that experience is king, marine industry (just like trucking, carpentry, 
driving machinery, forestry and almost all other trades in western Canada) regulations are changing to reflect the 
times. And in today’s world, professionals need to show “ticketed” proof, even after a lifetime of experience.
 The SVOP is appropriate for vessels 5 Tons or Less for passenger boats, and 15 Tons or less for Com-

mercial Fishing and Cargo vessels. SVOP training involves becoming familiar with navigation, vessel construc-

tion and stability, collision avoidance and navigation safety, ropework, anchoring and vessel maneuvering, 
Canada Shipping Act, pollution prevention regulation, geography and chart construction, electronic navigation 
(radar and chart plotter), meteorology, tides and currents and much more.
 The course runs from 8:30am to 4pm for four consecutive days with a max class size of 12. Typically, 
fees for this course range between $625 and $500. One of the benefits of having the BCSGA organize this 
course is that we are able to offer it to our members for $350 for the class in Courtenay and $495 in Lund. 
 These courses will run in January with dates to be announced shortly but will run from Monday to 
Thursday. All students registering for this course must provide their Canadian Document Number (CDN) as 

a requirement of Transport Canada. If you don’t have your CDN number please contact the office and we can 
send you the forms to get one.

 If there is a substantial uptake with more than 12 people interested in taking this course we will work on 

setting up more classes as needed.

 To book your spot in either of these opportunities please email matt@bcsga.ca with your interest. Pay-

ments must be made at this time to confirm your spot.

 In October I attended the semiannual PRISC 
committee meeting in Vancouver where Environment 
Canada (EC) and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) get together to determine any changes needed in 

water classification coast wide.  (The next meeting will 
be April 2013). Especially noteworthy is the work done 
by Blair Holmes to improve farming opportunities on 

Cortes for the Gorge and Whaletown.  Blair has worked 

with growers in the Gorge to determine the shortest 

possible closure due to marine activity in order to mini-

mize the economic hardship of not harvesting shellfish.  
Blair has also worked with the BC Ferries to stop their 

sewage discharge in Whaletown, and now is tracking 
the progress on getting the B&B at the old Whaletown 
store site to install a proper septic system.   Tim Wen-

men is in charge of the Baynes Sound region and Jady 

Tyers is the West Coast contact.  All of these people are 

approachable and sympathetic to the shellfish farmers in 
their regions, while working to protect the public eating 
our products.

 In our presentation, I thanked the agencies for 

the work done to date, talked about our concerns with 
the coal mine (Environment Canada has already sent in 
a negative recommendation on the project), and asked 
the committee to recommend that I make a presentation 

to their federal committee which meets once a year in 

January.  It is the SGA’s goal to bring the necessity of 
more testing stations and better protocol to the national 

level and we have been in contact with the maritime 

shellfish growers who have similar issues around broad 
rainfall closures, etc. so that we can speak nationally as 
a unit.  

 Alex Munroe, from Fanny Bay Oysters, has 
dedicated a lot of time to designing an improved pro-

gram which has led to the CFIA developing a research 

proposal with the SGA and industry as partners.  Basi-

cally this research will investigate the use of Californian 

mussels as a sentinel species with all shellfish species 
tested thereafter.  A big thank you to Taylor Shellfish 
and Little Wing Oysters in their commitment to partici-

pate in this pilot project which will hopefully start next 
spring.

PRISC Update
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Here are two fully operational shellfish companies for 
sale.  They are ready and waiting for the right buyer.  

The first company, NW Aquaculture Ltd. is located 
in Effingham Inlet.  The second company is Imperial 
Eagle Clam Co. Ltd and has sites located all over Bar-
kley Sound. There are numerous shellfish aquaculture 
sites as well as boats and equipment throughout Bark-

ley Sound that are up for sale.  These sites have been 

operating as a unit but are able to work separately.  

The 2 main packages (10.1 H site and Multi site pack-

age) are owned by separate companies.  Please Note: 
All site areas, tray quantities and product quantities 
are approximate values.  More information at www.

shellfishfarmsforsale.jigsy.com or please call

Rob @ 250-668-0356 or rob@effingoyster.com

Asking $98,000

Baynes Sound Leases for Sale
1) 24.39 acres - good production: oysters, 5+acres 
clam ground netted-high production; geoduck planted 

plus deep-water sites.

2) 12.75 acres- good production: oysters, 4 acres clam 
ground netted, seed with cultch for production over 
next 5 years.
3) 8.4 acres - good production: oysters (singles), oys-

ter cultch and clam gorund in sheltered bay.

4) 4.2 acres - production of clams, partly netted, oys-

ter cultch and permitted to plant geoduck.

For more information contact:

Larry at 250.478.3518/250.361.5755 / Mark at 

250.757.9252 / summerbreezeaqua@shaw.ca

Companies for Sale

For rent/lease/sale
For long term rent/lease/sale of small 1 bed and loft 
new cabin on 10+ wooded acreage and oyster farm 
within 11 rafts the sheltered clean waters in the gorge. 

Idealy rent/lease/sell to right family/couple.  Reason-

ably priced to good community minded people.  Con-

tact Susan 780-296-0352.

BCSGA Membership Renewal Notice
Friendly reminder that if you haven’t yet renewed your 2012-2013 

membership with the BCSGA you can do so by visiting our website at 

bcsga.ca/about/membership-details/ and printing out the form.

Employment Opportunity

Shellfish Hatchery Technician
For job description please visit http://

bcsga.ca/2012/11/employment-opportu-

nity-shellfish-hatchery-technician/
Please send résumés by email to bbunting@islandscal-
lops.com with “Hatchery technician” in the subject line.



BC Shellfish Grower’s Association Board of Directors

Tom Broadley 

250.339.1313
broadley@ieccorporate.com

Barbara Bunting 

250.757.9811
bbunting@islandscallops.com

Gordy McLellan - Secretary

250.335.2129
gordy@macsoysters.com

Dr. Stephen Cross 

250.338.9255
sfcross@office.geog.uvic.ca

Bill Vernon

604.487.0049
bill.vernon@shaw.ca

David Nikleva

250.935.6607
dnikleva@telus.net

Yves Perreault - President

604.414.0383

littlewingfarm@telus.net

Keith Reid - President

250.757.9304
keith@stellarbay.ca

Brian Yip - Vice-President

250.335.0125
briany@fannybayoysters.com

B C  S h e l l f i s h  G r o w e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  S t a f f
Roberta Stevenson - Executive Director

250.890.7561 / roberta@bcsga.ca

Matthew Wright - Communications Manager
250.890.7561 / matt@bcsga.ca

BC Shellfish Growers Association
Unit F - 2002 Comox Ave. Comox, BC V9M 3M6

250.890.7561 ph/250.890.7563 fx
www.bcsga.ca

W h a t ’ s  t h e  B C S G A  b e e n  u p  t o ?
• Aug. 24, R. Stevenson & M. Wright hosted a BC 
oyster bar at the Alpine Food & Wine Festival, Co-

mox Valley, BC
• Sept. 7, R. Stevenson & M. Wright organized a 
Baynes Sound clean-up day with growers in the 

area, Fanny Bay, BC
• Sept. 11, R. Stevenson & M. Wright met with 
MLA R. Cantelon to discuss concerns over pro-

posed Raven Coal Mine, Parksville, BC
• Sept. 11, R. Stevenson gave a presentation to the 
Parksville Rotary Club about the shellfish indus-

try in BC and our concern over the proposed raven 

Mine, Parksville, BC
• Sept. 13, M. Wright filmed an interview with 
Wilderness Committee on shellfish grower concerns 
over the proposed Raven Mine, Fanny Bay, BC
• Sept. 16, M. Wright hosted an oyster tasting booth 
at the Vancouver island Feast of Fields with guest 

chef, Duncan, BC
• Sept. 19, BCSGA/SAIAP Meeting, Courtenay, BC
• Sept. 23, R. Stevenson & M. Wright hosted oys-

ter booth at Flavours event with guest chef, Black 
Creek, BC
• Sept. 24-28, R. Stevenson attended meetings with 

MP’s, Minster of Fisheries and Minister of Agricul-
ture to discuss aquaculture in Canada and the Aqua-

culture Act, Ottawa, ON
• Oct. 11, R. Stevenson attended PRISC meeting, 
Vancouver, BC
• Oct. 19-20, BCSGA AGM & Workshops, Courte-

nay, BC
• Nov. 1, R. Stevenson & M. Wright attended a 
meeting with Komox First Nation to discuss con-

cerns about proposed Raven Mine, Comox, BC
• Nov. 7-9, R. Stevenson & K. Reid attended and 
presented at the Alaska Shellfish Growers AGM, 
Ketchikan, AL

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s
• Nov. 20-21, CAIA AGM, Ottawa, ON
• Nov. 27, DSP Symposium, North Vancouver, BC
• Dec. 12, BCSGA BOD Meeting, Comox, BC
• Jan. 16, BCSGA BOD Meeting, Comox, BC
• Feb. 20, BCSGA BOD Meeting, Comox, BC
Have an event you’d like listed? 

Send it in to matt@bcsga.ca

Daniel Rabu

250.287.6408
panache23@hotmail.com

Rob Tryon

250.668.0356
rob@effingoyster.com


