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Seed Shortage (continued)
Mother Nature is not predictable.  

 Interestingly, the PH levels at the hatcheries 

in the states have been fine, whereas here, we are told 
they have been an issue.

 The financial commitment numbers necessary 
to build and operate a hatchery here vary but growers 
continue to seek avenues to cover the seed shortfalls.  

Many growers look to the CSR as a location to devel-
op a hatchery however there is a potential conflict and 
competition with current private BC and Washington 
hatcheries.  The limited season and space at the CSR 
would make competing price points difficult when 
Hawaii has the potential to grow seed at a much lower 

cost.  Grower loyalty to one producer over the other 
is usually determined by profit margins.  Government 
funded seed is not a long term solution.

 If shellfish growers need to pay more for seed, 
then the price paid for their product will need to reflect 
the increased cost of production.  By the same token, 
if growers can invest in nursery systems to boost seed 
size before out planting, they can help the existing 

hatcheries meet the demand.  

 There are many sides to this very complex is-

sue, and no quick fix on the horizon.  From where I sit 
this looks cyclical, and given the history of our indus-

try, there are many constraints to growth.

 The bio-toxin program for coastal BC is “un-

der review” by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) over the next 16 months.  The BCSGA has 
been working with the CFIA to try and get some 
changes to the current protocol while still ensuring 
the safest possible products are sent to markets.  This 

past year has been especially difficult for the shellfish 
industry as we have experienced more area closures 
that last longer than ever before.  

 While the current bio toxin program is ad-

equate as a sentinel system identifying the presence of 

bio toxins, it does not provide a true representation of 

bio toxin levels in some areas of the BC coast which 
may lead to unnecessary closures in areas that need 

not be closed, and may even allow some areas to be 
open when they should be closed.  The BCSGA has 
questioned the accuracy of the program and believe 

that both the industry and the consumer’s risk ex-

posure could be improved.  The cost to industry for 

closures that could have been aborted due to more 

specific and timely sampling is a serious economic 
hardship that we believe has room for improvement.
 The BCSGA wishes to thank Alex Munroe 
for his work in researching this issue and proposing 
changes to the program.  Alex has many years of expe-

rience to back up his ideas which are constructive and 
realistic.  The board agreed that if it comes down to 
industry having to pay for increased testing, it would 
still be worthwhile.  For starters, we are suggesting 
adding more sampling stations to the most heavily 

farmed regions such as Okeover Inlet and Baynes 
Sound.  In the proposed model, the existing sampling 

stations would be considered primary stations with 
a network of new secondary stations being sampled 
once there is a confirmed bio toxin presence.  This ad-

ditional sampling would better evaluate the extent of 
the area needing to be closed.

 Additionally, the proposal would have these 
secondary testing systems be of multiple species.  

Growers in the regions have agreed to participate in 
this regime and provide timely samples.  The data 

from this program would be used to back up the indus-

try’s request for changes.  Changes to existing proto-

col do not come easy and will take time and effort to 
prove validity.  We look to CFIA to open dialogue and 
work to improve our opportunities in these challeng-

ing times.

CFIA Bio-Toxin Monitoring Program
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Raven Coal Mine

FOOD not  coal

bcsga.ca/foodnotcoal

 We thought we would take this opportunity to give you an update about where the process is currently at 
for the proposed Raven Coal Mine in Fanny Bay and throw in a few facts about coal mining. 
 The Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) and the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
(Agency) have approved the Application Information requirements/Environmental Impact Statement Guidelines 
(AIR/EIS Guidelines) for the proposed Raven Underground Coal Project. It is our contention that many of the 
comments submitted in the draft application process were not met including the BCSGA’s. A few exmaples of 
what we were requesting that were not addressed are: a baseline water analysis of Baynes Sound conducted by 
an independent, third-party; marine temporal boundaries that were arbitrarily defined and included only three 
sampling stations; and the economic importance of the shellfish industry in Baynes Sound was not recognized 
or accounted for.

 Once the proponent submits their final application, there will be a 50-day comment period. The BCSGA 
will be keeping the membership in the loop as to when this will happen should they wish to submit their con-

cerns. We will be closely scrutinizing every step of this proposal and will be submitting comments from our 
industry but the more comments submitted against the proposal the better.

In the meantime, here are a few facts to consider about coal mining:
• Over the total Raven Mine life, the project is expected to produce 0.7 to 1.1 million tonnes of processed coal 
per year

• Independent studies on Raven show 88% of the coal produced will be metallurgical coal suitable for steel-
making. A small amount will not meet steel-making specifications and may be used to produce energy

• The combustion of coal is the largest contributor to the human-made increase of CO2 in the atmosphere – 
even if this coal is not burned here, we all live under one atmosphere

• About one fourth of the carbon dioxide emitted from the combustion of coal is absorbed by the oceans, caus-

ing a steadily increasing ocean acidification, one of the most serious threats facing aquaculturists not to mention 
the world today

• Coal mining produces methane,  has a global warming potential 21 times greater than that of carbon dioxide

• Coal also contains low levels of uranium, thorium, and other naturally occurring radioactive isotopes whose 
release into the environment may lead to radioactive contamination

• Ocean acidification is the single bigger threat not only to the health of the oceans, but to a worldwide shellfish 
industry



6  Tidelines Summer 2012

 The Canadian Aquaculture Alliance (CAIA) is calling for a new Aquaculture Act as a key element in 
the new National Strategy or Canada. Both the policy and business case for a federal Aquaculture Act has been 
made, repeatedly, and by many. This recommendation is consistent with decades of observations and admoni-
tions from both external experts and internal advisors to government. 

 Ten years ago the Commissioner of Aquaculture stated the issue succinctly: “Aquaculture requires a 
modern legal and policy framework that is in concordance with the agri-food aspects of this aquatic farming 
sector.”Canada is the world’s only major farmed seafood producing country without national legislation specifi-

cally designed to govern and enable its aquaculture industry. Other jurisdictions such as Norway, Chile, New 
Zealand, Scotland, Ireland, Australia and the United States have all enacted aquaculture legislation. And Cana-

dians agree. 

 Eight in ten Canadians (81%) support a national Aquaculture Act, whereas only 4% oppose national leg-

islation according to research commissioned by CAIA and performed by Abacus Data. The findings confirm that 
Canadians recognize the social, economic and nutritional benefits a sustainable aquaculture industry provides. 
An Aquaculture Act would provide a unifying, long-term framework for aquaculture development in Canada 
that recognizes aquaculture’s growing importance to Canada’s economy. 
 While an Act would not be, in and of itself, a “cureall” solution, it would provide a strong signal and 
impetus to industry and policy-makers to develop the management and regulatory tools necessary to enable 

Canada’s aquaculture industry to respond to growing demands in the domestic and international marketplace.
 The Canadian aquaculture industry believes that building a rational management framework for aquacul-
ture is the best way to move forward. In developing this framework, a new Aquaculture Act will need to:

• Outline federal vision and leadership on aquaculture to ensure renewed commitment to aquaculture develop-

ment, locate aquaculture within government priorities, and provide political direction to guide regulatory and 
policy implementation activities. Responsible Aquaculture Development in Canada 
• Define aquaculture, particularly by spelling out the distinct nature of aquaculture as compared to the tradition-

al capture fishery.
• Set clear and specific policy objectives for aquaculture development in Canada.
• Modernize private ownership rights, in part to protect the fish growing area, and encourage development and 
improvements.

• Clarify responsibilities among governments, industry and other stakeholders to contribute to effective partici-
patory governance. 

• Establish a federal enabling role that both will facilitate investment, productivity, trade, risk management, 
research and development, infrastructure, communications, and will build stronger partnerships with the prov-

inces and the other key players.

Development of an Aquaculture Act

Environmental Codes of Practice
 Over the next many months the BCSGA will be rewritting our Environmental Management Codes of 
Practices, a good, solid document first published in 2001. There have been many significant scientific and politi-
cal changes in our industry over the past 11 years that we feel need to be incorporated into a new plan that better 
reflects shellfish farmer practices. 
 To that end we are reaching out to you, the grower on the ground, to give us some feedback about what 
you think should be included or omitted, whats important to you, and where you’d like to see our industry go 
over the next decade.

 We will be holding a seminar during our AGM workshops on Friday, October 19 at the Best Westerly in 
Courtenay dedicated to discussing this issue so we really hope you make it out and voice your opinion, give us 
some feedback and have a say in the direction you’d like to see our industry take. 


