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	 Ok,	so	a	judge	decided	that	shellfish	farmers	
are	fisherman	(fisher	people,	fisherwomen,	fishers?)	
and	back	in	December	2010,	we	became	one	of	them.		
After a hundred years of thinking of ourselves as 

farmers,	we	have	struggled	to	try	to	say	that	f	word.		
Oh	well.		Now	the	RCMP	in	Powell	River	have	de-

cided	to	stop	growers	and	ask	to	see	their	small	vessel	
operators	permit	(SVOP)	rather	than	the	operators	
card	(PCOC)	(good	for	less	than	2	miles	offshore	and	
a	boat	less	than	8	meters	long)	that	we	had	thought	
would	do	the	job.		Since	then,	the	SGA	has	looked	
to	get	some	clarity	on	this	ongoing	confusion.		Our	
vessels	are	NOT	issued	a	fishing	license,	but	we	are	
issued	fishing	licenses	for	our	farms,	cuz	now	we	are	
fisher	people,	and	apparently	we	are	transporting	a	
catch	rather	than	what	we	call	a	harvest………….
yikes.

 According to Transport Canada if there is sea-

food	on	board,	you	are	in	a	fishing	vessel.		If	you	carry	
work	equipment	and	use	the	boat	to	farm	then	it	is	a	
work	boat.		Lastly	if	you	carry	your	workers,	which	
makes	them	passengers,	then	you	are	a	passenger	boat.		
(passenger	is	anyone	on	any	boat	used	to	work,	while	
a guest is anyone on a pleasure boat, so even if you are 

doing	say,	a	tour	of	your	farm,	you	have	passengers	on	
board	even	though	they	aren’t	being	paid).		In	other	
words,	depending	on	when	a	compliance	person	pulls	
you over, you can be all of the above or one of the 

above!

  The best way to protect yourself is to have the 

small	vessel	operator	proficiency	card	(SVOP)	as	it	
covers	all	activities.		If	you	opt	to	go	with	the	grand-

father clause where by you can prove seven years 

running	the	boat	prior	to	July	2007,	you	should	call	a	
Transport	Canada	Marine	Examiner	at	604-775-7136	
to	determine	if	you	qualify	and	request	the	required	
forms	to	complete.		However,	keep	in	mind	that	while	
this	option	allows	you	to	avoid	the	SVOP	training,	it	
ONLY	covers	you	when	your	boat	is	deemed	a	fish	
boat,	so	make	sure	you	have	product	on	board	all	the	
time!	(does	it	have	to	be	ALIVE	to	qualify	as	sea-

food?!?	I	forgot	to	ask	that!)

	 If	you	decide	to	continue	with	just	the	PCOC	
card,	make	sure	you	also	have	a	work	safe	first	aide	
training	certificate	or	a	marine	basic	first	aid	certifi-

cate.		If	you	have	the	SVOP	card	you	then	need	to	get	
the	MED	3	certificate.		This	MED	3	training	is	only	
required	for	the	vessel	operator	or	master.

 Our contact persons at Transport Canada are 

Tim	McCann	604-666-4291(responsible	for	small	
commercial	vessels)	and	Mike	Mitchell	250-363-0099	
(responsible	for	vessels	under	15	tons).	

	 Most	importantly,	growers	need	to	know	that	
as	of	July	1,	2012,	your	boats	must	have	a	registration	
number,	and	the	old	numbers	that	started	with	a	1k	
or	13k	no	longer	qualify.		You	have	to	have	a	number	
that	starts	with	C#......		We	have	emailed	out	the	forms	
for	this	registration	to	our	membership.		The	required	
forms	need	to	be	filled	out	manually	and	sent	to	
Ottawa	by	snail	mail.		There	is	a	place	on	the	forms	to	
check	off	a	vessel	that	is	home	built,	or	in	other	words,	
no	paperwork!		But	it	is	important	to	get	this	done	as	
they	will	be	checking	this	summer	and	the	fines	are	
hefty.		

Amendments	Update
There	are	27	amendments	that	were	approved	by	the	Province	on	December	10,	2010.		However	when	DFO	

took	over	the	shellfish	aquaculture	file	it	was	decided	to	not	issue	approval	of	those	amendments.		We	have	been	
informed	that	these	amendments	will	be	“dealt	with”	and	either	issued,	or	not,	by	July	15,	2012.		If	you	are	

awaiting	one	of	these	amendments,	mark	your	calendars!



The	View	From	My	Desk
 Spring	2012,	and	rumor	has	it	that	prices	for	
product	are	finally	seeing	an	increase	and	demand	is	
growing.		This	good	news	is	followed	by	a	cost	of	doing	
business	increase	being	implemented	by	the	Department	
of	Fisheries	and	Oceans,	which	if	left	unchecked,	will	
surely	eat	any	profit	margin	gained.

	 Last	week	our	board	of	directors	was	able	to	
voice	their	concerns	to	DFO	Pacific	Region	staff.		In	or-
der of rank they were Rebecca Reid, Regional -Director 

Fisheries	Management	Branch,	Diana	Trager-	Area	Di-
rector	Aquaculture	Management	Division,	March	Klaver-	
Regional	Director	Aquaculture	Resource	Management,	
Kerry	Marcus-Senior	Aquaculture	Management	Coordi-
nator	and	Shelly	Jepps-Habitat	Management	Biologist.	

	 Our	sector	is	struggling	to	remain	competitive	
under the onslaught of regulatory and policy challenges 

brought	forward	by	DFO.		Being	managed	as	a	fishery,	
which	is	totally	inappropriate	for	a	farming	sector,	has	
been	difficult.		Shellfish	farmers	are	not	fishing	a	com-

mon	property	resource	that	belongs	to	all	Canadians,	nor	
do	they	extract	or	threaten	a	common	property	resource.		
Part	of	being	managed	as	a	fishery,	means	that	DFO	is	
proposing	to	implement	a	consultative	process	that	they	
use	for	their	other	fishing	sectors.		This	process	is	called	
the	“Shellfish	Integrated	Management	of	Aquaculture	

Plan”	or	IMAP.	This	IMAP	process	will	bring	multi-
stakeholders	together	to	offer	opinions	on	the	manage-

ment	of	the	shellfish	industry.		These	stakeholders	will	
not necessarily have any direct interest in aquaculture 

and	may	include	ENGO’s,	recreational	and	commer-
cial	fisherman,	processors,	other	governments	and	First	
Nations.	Any	stakeholder	organization	or	interest	can	
request	to	DFO	a	seat	on	the	committee.		Observers	are	
also	encouraged…….all	so	that	DFO	can	better	control	
our	private	property	being	farmed	on	our	tenures	that	
were	already	vetted	prior	to	being	issued	by	the	Provin-

cial	Government.

 The BCSGA has voiced its displeasure at these 

new	measures.		We	continue	to	lobby	for	a	climate	that	
enables industry growth thru reduced red tape, increased 

licensing	terms,	timely	amendment	processing,	expan-

sion	to	existing	farms,	and	a	streamline	consultation	
process	for	timely	results.		After	all,	unless	the	industry	
that	is	established	here	now	can	be	profitable,	how	can	
new	entrants	expect	to	succeed?		The	whole	world	wants	
what we grow; we just need to be given the opportunity 

to	grow	the	industry.		
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	 On	April	19th,	the	BCSGA	hosted	an	all-day	general	meeting	at	the	Lund	Hotel.		Twenty	seven	people	
attended	this	meeting	where	we	were	able	to	host	topics	of	particular	interest	to	the	Okeover	growers.		DFO	
compliance	staff	Dave	Marraty,	Mike	Ballard	and	DFO	Habitat	Management	Biologist	Shelly	Jepps	came	out	
to	give	an	update	on	their	compliance	program.		CFIA	staff	Deidre	Kelly	and	Kristen	Kirby	came	out	and	gave	
a	presentation	on	the	biotoxin	monitoring	program.	With	all	the	issues	in	Okeover	Inlet	the	past	12	months,	the	
CFIA	acknowledged	that	there	are	gaps	that	need	to	be	addressed	and	hopefully	working	with	the	growers,	there	
will	be	some	timely	changes	occuring	down	the	road.	There	were	a	lot	of	questions	and	good	discussions	on	
important	issues.	We	are	happy	to	report	that	this	year’s	turnout	was	the	best	yet!	
Special	thanks	to	Yves	Perreault	and	Bill	Vernon	for	getting	the	word	out!

Lund	General	Meeting

“It’s easy to be a shellfish farmer when your skiff is a 
pencil and you are 1000 miles away from the ocean”
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	 This	panel	was	established	by	DFO	to	improve	
communication	between	the	shellfish	aquaculture	
industry	and	DFO	and	provide	a	mechanism	for	the	
industry	to	provide	formal	advice	to	the	department	
on operational and policy related decisions related to 

shellfish	aquaculture	in	the	Pacific	Region.		
	 The	SAIAP	is	supposed	to	meet	a	couple	times	
a	year,	and	the	last	meeting	was	held	on	May	16th.		
The	opportunity	to	get	together	with	the	Province	and	
DFO	lead	staff	is	very	helpful.		
	 An	update	was	presented	on	the	new	“Harmo-

nized”	licence	application	and	amendment	process.		
This	new	form	is	available	electronically	from	Front	
Counter	BC.		Industry	finds	the	new	form	very	frus-

trating	and	complicated.		We	question	why	there	is	a	
requirement	for	so	much	detailed	information.		The	

ability	to	change	your	farming	husbandry	method	
without	having	to	submit	an	amendment	which	takes	
years to get approved is always a huge concern for 

growers.		The	opportunity	to	change	this	form	now	is	
unlikely;	it	is	considered	a	done	deal.		
	 Rebecca	Reid	and	Diana	Trager	from	the	De-

partment	of	Fisheries	and	Oceans	made	presentations	
on	the	progress	made	by	DFO	in	the	last	18	months.		
Deidre	Kelly,	Tricia	Spearing	from	Canadian	Food	In-

spection	Agency	and	Tim	Wenman	from	Environment	
Canada	made	presentations	on	the	Canadian	Shellfish	
Sanitation	Program.
 The BCSGA wishes to acknowledge the work 

done	by	Kerry	Marcus	over	the	years	to	keep	us	all	at	
the	table	talking.		It	can	be	challenging	to	chair	meet-
ings	where	there	is	so	much	controversy.

Shellfish	Aquaculture	Industry	Advisory	Panel	(SAIAP)

 The BCSGA has been working with Deidre 

Kelly,	Shellfish	Inspection	Specialist	with	CFIA	(deir-
dre.kelly@inspection.gc.ca)(604-666-3737)to	better	
understand	how	to	manage	the	biotoxin	monitoring	
program.		Growers	in	the	Okeover	area	experienced	a	
harsh	four	month	closure	this	winter;	a	long	and	pain-

ful	PSP	occurrence	that	crippled	the	industry	in	the	
region.		

	 Historically	PSP	occurs	between	June	and	
October,	but	usually	not	in	the	winter	months.		
The	California	mussel	has	been	considered	the	best	
index	of	the	abundance	of	PSP	in	the	water	column.		
These	mussels	are	placed	at	strategic	sites	and	used	as	
the	sentinel	bio	toxin	detector.		Commercial	closures	
of	PSP	are	in	effect	when	toxin	levels	equal	or	exceed	
80ug	toxin	per	100	grams	of	shellfish.		In	Washing-

ton	State,	while	the	mussel	is	the	sentinel	species	for	
a	closure,	the	closure	may	be	lifted,	one	species	at	a	
time	by	testing	the	commercial	species	to	be	harvest-
ed.		An	area	is	reopened	when	at	least	two	consecutive	
samples,	collected	between	seven	and	fourteen	days	
apart	are	below	the	80ug	closure	level.		

	 Growers	from	the	Okeover	area	are	looking	
to	have	a	similar	system	set	up	in	their	region.		They	
believe that a change in protocol could have reduced 

their	closure	times	drastically	while	still	protecting	the	
consumer.

	 The	CFIA	has	recently,	like	all	federal	pro-

grams,	experienced	a	10%	budget	reduction.		It	will	
be	difficult	to	fund	any	pilot	projects	to	get	the	system	
to	adapt	to	what	potentially	is	the	new	norm	of	PSP	
trends.		The	BCSGA	is	working	to	compile	sugges-

tions and propose solutions for Deidre to present to a 

biotoxin	review	committee.	

 The BCSGA is also looking to our eastern 

Canada	shellfish	farmers	to	make	sure	our	program	
mirrors	theirs.		Finding	the	most	efficient	and	effec-

tive	design	program	will	probably	mean	that	growers	
will	have	to	be	more	proactive	in	supplying	samples.		
By	the	same	token,	the	BCSGA	asks	that	CFIA	not	
contract	out	sampling	unless	they	are	able	to	allow	
growers	an	opportunity	to	also	submit	samples	prior	to	
harvests.		

	 CFIA	continues	to	pay	for	sampling	to	be	done	
in	some	of	the	remote	areas	of	the	coast,	and	grow-

ers	cannot	always	assume	that	sampling	has	occurred.		
If	you	farm	in	a	remote	region,	where	non	BCSGA	
members	are	contracted	to	sample,	we	recommend	
that	you	also	look	to	submit	samples	prior	to	harvest.

 Those of you with suggestions on how to 

improve	the	system	are	encouraged	to	send	your	ideas	
into	our	office	with	thanks.

Canadian	Food	Inspection	Agency	(CFIA)
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	 Aquaculture	license	fees	are	about	to	rise	from	
nothing	to	something,	and	the	BCSGA	has	been	ne-

gotiating	to	try	and	combat	any	increase.		The	federal	
government	has	a	process	outlined	that	needs	to	be	
followed	prior	to	imposing	new	fees-	with	the	end	
goal	being	that	the	Minister	of	Fisheries	and	Oceans	
can	table	the	new	fee	schedule	in	Parliament	and	be	
able	to	defend	it.		

Basically the proposed increase will be this: 

If	your	farm	gate	sales	as	reported	on	your	annual	stat	
report	(AASR)	are	less	than	$100,000	you	will	pay	a	
flat	license	fee	of	$200
If	your	farm	gate	sales	reported	are	more	than	
$100,000	you	will	pay	$0.2%	on	the	sales	
If	you	produce	$200,000	you	will	pay	$400

If	you	produce	a	$1,000,000	in	sales	a	year	your	fee	
will	be	$2,000

	 Revenues	from	this	proposed	fee	schedule	will	
be	approximately	$800,000	annually,	which	will	only	
cover	some	10%	of	DFO’s	cost	of	over	regulating	
the	industry.		The	BCSGA	has	asked	to	see	the	cost	
breakdown	for	their	other	managed	fisheries,	because	
in	our	view,	our	product	belongs	to	the	farmer.		We	are	
now	being	asked	to	pay	a	sort	of	management	fee	on	
private	property	that	we	buy,	raise,	and	sell.		This	fee	
is	really	nothing	other	than	a	TAX.

	 The	BCSGA	will	meet	with	the	Aquaculture	
Management	Directorate	team	to	voice	our	concerns	
in	June.		

DFO	User	Fees

	 Seafood	contributes	more	than	$1.4	billion	to	
the	BC	economy	and	is	one	of	the	provinces’	most	
important	sectors.		The	sector	is	made	up	of	fisheries,	
aquaculture,	seafood	processing	and	marketing.		
Although	the	management	and	regulation	of	the	aqua-

culture	sector	is	now	under	the	Fisheries	and	Oceans,	
the	Province	still	has	a	role	under	the	Ministry	of	Ag-

riculture	to	support	the	jobs	and	revenue	that	shellfish	
aquaculture	contributes	to	the	economy.		Having	a	
competitive	shellfish	sector	requires	market	develop-

ment	and	promotional	support.		
 

	 The	Province	continues	to	exercise	jurisdiction	
over the seabed by issuing crown land tenures used to 

site	aquaculture	under	the	authority	of	the	Land	act.		
Provincial	responsibilities	include:
Ministry	of	Agriculture	is	the	lead	provincial	agency	
for	strategic	development	of	the	aquaculture	industry	
(Minister	of	Agriculture	is	Don	McRae,	MLA	for	the	
Comox	Valley).		The	mandate	of	the	ministry	is	to	de-

velop a world leading seafood sector, to provide jobs 

and	support	the	economy	while	contributing	to	the	
health	and	prosperity	of	all	British	Columbians.

Ministry	of	Natural	Resource	Operations	is	the	lead	
provincial	agency	for	the	management	of	the	aqua-

culture	sector	and	the	issuing	of	tenure’s	for	farming	
shellfish.

	 Ministry	of	Environment	is	responsible	for	the	
management	of	waste	discharge.		
All	shellfish	farmers	require	an	annual	license	from	
the province of BC to operate their business on the 

crown	tenures	issued	for	farming,	there	is	no	charge	
for	this	license.		Shellfish	farmers	also	require	an	an-

nual	license	from	DFO	to	operate.		
In	order	to	sell	your	product,	you	must	have	both	these	
annually	issued	licenses.	All	shellfish	must	be	pro-

cessed in a federally registered processing plant that is 

also	provincially	licensed.

	 The	Province	conducts	an	annual	data	collec-

tion to gather harvest and sales data, called the Statisti-

cal	Report	Survey	(AASR).		This	data	is	summarized	
annually	in	the	BC	Seafood	Industry	Year	in	Review	
publication.		The	Province	gets	this	data	both	from	the	
processing	plants	and	the	shellfish	farmers.

BC	Seafood	Policy


