
 

Aquatic Animals (Molllusc) Import Conditions  
 

1.  Permit 

1.1. For Single Entry permits, the original, as well as any other necessary import and 

export documentation from the foreign country that pertains to the shipment, must 

be provided for inspection at the port of entry.  

 

1.2. For Multiple Entry permits, the original or a copy of the signed original or the CFIA 

permit number that will be verified electronically , along with any other necessary 

import or export documentation from the foreign country pertaining to the 

shipment, must be provided for inspection at the port of entry. If a copy of the 

signed original is provided in this instance, the original must be made available if 

requested by the inspector.    

                                                              

1.3. A Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) inspector is the only person who can 

change or amend the conditions in this permit. Any change to the permit by an 

unauthorized person will render the permit invalid. Permits can neither be issued 

nor amended after a shipment has already arrived in Canada. 

 

2  Importer’s obligations 

 

EITHER 
 

2.1  The aquatic animals in this shipment must be imported into a CFIA accepted 

compartment that is in compliance with all elements of the CFIA’s Compartmentalization 
Program, and the aquatic animals must have the same or better health status than the 

animals resident in the compartment with regard to {DiseaseList}. 

 

OR  
 

If the importer is not participating in the Compartmentalization Program, comply with the 

following: 

 

2.2. If the aquatic animals are being transferred to another vehicle, vessel or container 

upon arrival in Canada, the transportation of the aquatic animals from the port of entry to 

the destination premises must be in vehicles which have been cleaned and disinfected in a 

manner satisfactory to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. 

 

2.3 The owner or importer, or the person having the possession, care, or control of the 

shipment is personally responsible for the control and handling of the shipment in a 

manner that prevents dissemination of any pathogenic organisms. Importers must be 

aware of their obligations under Transport Canada's regulations concerning transportation 

of dangerous goods. 

 



 

2.4 The containers, holding units, conveyances and/or equipment with which the aquatic 

animals came into contact with, must be cleaned and disinfected to the satisfaction of a 

CFIA inspector, once the aquatic animal(s) have been removed from them. 

 

2.5 Any waste material that is off-loaded or water from the conveyance or containers in 

which the aquatic animals were transported, must be disinfected and disposed of in a 

manner that is satisfactory  to CFIA.  

 

2.6 Records of the name and address of any place to which the imported aquatic 

animal(s) are sold or distributed must be maintained for two (2) years following 

importation. There must be records that identify the original source of the imported 

aquatic animal(s), and the date and place of importation. These records must be made 

available for inspection by the CFIA upon request. 

 

3  In addition to the above, both those importers on the compartmentalization 

program, and those who are not, must comply with the following: 

 

3.1  Should the disease status of the origin or country of origin change between the time 

of issuance of this permit and the time of unrestricted entry into Canada, the import 

shipment may be refused entry into Canada or be subject to additional quarantine and 

testing or treatment. The importer will be responsible for any additional costs incurred. 

 

3.2.  When transport is by air, transportation of the aquatic animal(s) is in accordance 

with the International Air Transport Association (IATA) Live Animal Regulations, 

approved by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE). For all forms of transport, 

suitable arrangements must have been made for water quality, ambient temperature, 

oxygenation and general care of the aquatic animal(s) during transportation. 

 

3.3.  Live aquatic animal(s) must be fit to be transported without undue suffering by 

reason of infirmity, illness, injury, fatigue or other cause during the expected journey. 

The aquatic animal(s) may be ordered removed from Canada, if the manner of shipping is 

found to be in contravention of transport regulations under the Health of Animals 

Regulations.   

 

3.4.  The shipment of aquatic animals and all the required documentation for import must 

be presented to a CFIA inspector or CBSA officer who is designated under the Health of 

Animals Act at the port of entry.  The shipment of aquatic animals may be subject to 

inspection on arrival at the port of entry and if it meets the import requirements, the 

aquatic animals must be transported directly to the destination premises without coming 

into contact with any other aquatic animals or water containing aquatic animals..  

 

3.5  If  a CFIA inspection determines that the shipment is contaminated, it will be ordered 

removed from Canada, unless it is deemed feasible to treat the shipment at a facility 

approved for cleaning, by the CFIA.  All costs of treatment are the responsibility of the 

owner or importer or the person having the possession, care or control of the shipment. 

 



 

3.6  The imported aquatic animals shall not be released into natural waters without prior 

written approval from the CFIA.   

 

3.7  Consideration of an application necessary for issuance of a permit to import the 

described aquatic animal(s) is subject to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency Fees 

Notice Part 11, however, at this time, these fees are under review. 

 

3.8  The importer is responsible for all costs incurred or associated with any inspection, 

sampling, testing or treatment of the shipment that may be required under the import 

permit or under the authority of the Health of Animals Act or the Health of Animals 

Regulations. The importer shall pay all fees for services required with respect to the 

importation under the Canadian Food Inspection Agency Fees Notice Part 11 that are in 

place at the time of importation, however, at this time, these fees are under review. 

 

3.9 Failure to comply with the conditions contained in this permit or with the provisions 

of the Health of Animals Act and Regulations may result in the cancellation of this permit 

and will result in the removal of the shipment from Canada or the forfeiture of the 

shipment to the Crown, all without compensation to, and at the expense of, the importer. 

No person shall import any aquatic animal(s) into Canada from any country unless the 

aquatic animal(s) meet the conditions that are shown on the export certificate issued by 

the exporting country. The importer is responsible for the aquatic animal(s) imported, 

their health, fitness, soundness, and freedom from disease, active or latent, and genetic or 

other defects. Where the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) requires tests and 

takes precautions when aquatic animal(s) are imported into Canada to reduce the risk of 

the introduction and spread of disease in Canada, such tests and precautions do not 

constitute and are not a warranty, guarantee, assurance, undertaking or anything similar 

that the aquatic animal(s) imported are healthy, fit, sound, free from disease, active or 

latent or genetic or other defects and such tests and precautions do not relieve or lessen 

the importer's responsibility as set out above.. 

 

3.10 The issuance of this permit does not relieve the owner or the importer of the 

obligation to comply with any other relevant federal, provincial, or municipal legislation 

or requirements.  It is the importer’s responsibility to inquire about these obligations. 
 

3.11 For Show or Exhibition 

The imported aquatic animal(s) for show or exhibition must return to its last origin and 

can not remain in Canada beyond the indicated time on the aquatic animal health import 

permit unless otherwise stated. The imported aquatic animal(s) can not be sold, traded, 

bartered or otherwise negotiated to stay in Canada unless the reason for import was 

properly declared before the arrival of the aquatic animal(s) into Canada. 

 

4  Export Certification 

 

4.1  The international aquatic animal health certificate pertaining to the shipment must 

either be issued by an official veterinary inspector of the competent authority for aquatic 

animal health services of the country of origin or by a designate of the competent 



 

authority for aquatic animal health of the country of origin. This certificate must be 

endorsed by an official veterinary inspector of the competent authority for aquatic animal 

health of the country of origin. 

 

4.2  The accompanying export documentation must be issued in either English or French, 

as well as the official language of the exporting country (unless that is already English or 

French). 

 

4.3  The international aquatic animal health certificate must clearly describe the shipment 

and the Country(ies)/Zone(s)/Region(s)/ Premise(s) of origin.  The certificate must 

clearly identify the aquatic animal(s) by taxonomic name and quote the Canadian import 

permit number under which the commodity is being imported.  The certificate must 

include information in accordance with Part XVI, Section 194 of the Health of Animals 

Regulations, and consistent with the OIE’s Aquatic Animal Health Code, and certify 

compliance with the conditions listed on the permit.   

 

4.4  The shipment described on this permit must be shipped by the most direct and 

appropriate route from the place where it was inspected in the country of origin to the 

address of destination in Canada. 

 

4.5  The aquatic animal(s) being presented for importation must not come into contact 

with any aquatic animals or equipment of a lesser zoosanitary health status during the 

entire required periods of pre-embarkation, transportation to the port of exportation and 

loading onto the international transport carrier.  If the vessel, aircraft or vehicle stop 

anywhere en route to Canada, the shipment must notcome into contact with any other 

aquatic animals, nor with any water or other equipment from that location, without 

written authorization from the CFIA appended to the permit.  The carrier must be 

instructed to maintain the health status of the shipment throughout the transport to the 

port of entry into Canada. No other aquatic animals of a lesser or unknown health status 

are permitted on the same conveyance.  

 

4.6  The shipment must be packaged in shipping containers that prevent spillage, leakage 

or release of contents during shipping.  The containers, holding units and/or conveyances 

that come into contact with the aquatic animal(s) are either new or have been cleaned and 

disinfected.  None of the shipping contents (e.g. water, animals) can be released 

anywhere en route to the destination without the written consent of an inspector, and any 

accidental spillage, leakage or release must be reported to a CFIA inspector immediately.   

 

4.7  A visible, legible label must be present on the containers used to transport the aquatic 

animals. The label must contain information that clearly identifies the origin and 

destination of the consignment and its detailed contents, including the location in which 

the aquatic animal(s) was born, the taxonomic name of the aquatic animal(s), whether the 

aquatic animal(s) was(were) wild or farmed, and the number or biomass of the aquatic 

animal(s) in the shipment.  Please refer to the CFIA website for a list of current 

taxonomic names. (Insert Link for first page). 

 



 

4.1  Farmed or cultivated aquatic animals: 

 

4.1.1  The aquatic animals to be exported to Canada have been inspected within 72 hours 

of export and showed no clinical signs of disease. 

 

4.1.2  The broodstock populations or the population to be exported have not experienced 

any unexplained morbidity or mortality events within the previous 3 months prior to 

export. 

 

4.1.3  The aquatic animal(s) and their broodstock are not under any restriction by the 

exporting country’s competent authority or intended for destruction or slaughter for 

disease control purposes.  

 

4.1.4  All tests required for the aquatic animal(s) to qualify for export to Canada must be 

performed by a laboratory approved by the exporting country’s competent authority for 

aquatic animal health. 

 

4.1.5  If new introductions of susceptible species as listed in Schedule III of the 

regulations have been imported into the originating Country(ies)/Zone(s)/Region(s)/ 

Premise(s), they must all come from a Country(ies)/Zone(s)/Region(s)/ 

Compartment(s)/Premise(s) that is(are) EITHER free of {DiseaseList}, OR the new 

introductions must have been quarantined and tested to be free of these diseases upon 

arrival at the exporting premises. 

 

4.1.6  {DiseaseList} are compulsorily notifiable to the competent authority in the 

exporting country. 

 

4.1.7  Both the influent water and transport water as well as any other susceptible aquatic 

animals which contact the animals to be exported during pre-embarkation, must be 

EITHER free of {DiseaseList}OR treated in a manner approved by the CFIA that will 

destroy these pathogens prior to contact with the aquatic animals. 

 

4.1.8  The shipment must be free from visible ectoparasites and intermediate hosts.  

 

4.1.9  The premises of origin has a biosecurity plan as defined in the OIE Aquatic Animal 

Health Code, that prevents the direct and indirect exposure of aquatic animals to 

{DiseaseList} 

 

4.1.10  Only those species specified in the import permit are included in the shipment and 

must be EITHER being free from fellow travellers, OR that the shipment has been treated 

with [insert treatment] 

 
4.1.11  A sample of the population(s) have been tested at {ConfidenceLevelList} and 

{DiseasePrevalenceList}, for {DiseaseList}, with {TestMethodList}.  Sample collection 

must be conducted at water temperatures, times, seasons or under environmental 

conditions that is conducive to detecting these pathogens (or that would facilitate the 



 

detection of the pathogen), if present.  If the animals to be exported originate from more 

than one population, the aquatic animals in the shipment must be certified to have been 

isolated on a pre-embarkation isolation premises, approved by an official inspector or an 

official veterinary inspector of the competent authority for aquatic animal health of the 

exporting country, for a minimum of 7 days, or a longer period of time as necessary to 

complete the tests and/or treatments required to meet the requirements for import into 

Canada. 

 

4.1.12  The Country(ies)/Zone(s)/Region(s)/ Premise(s) are subject to an official 

surveillance program for {DiseaseList}, approved by the competent authority as outlined 

in the OIE’s Aquatic Animal Health Code. 

 

 

4.2  Wild caught aquatic animals: 

4.2.1  The aquatic animals to be exported to Canada have been inspected within 72 hours 

of export and showed no clinical signs of disease. 

 

4.2.2   The aquatic animal(s) are not under any harvest or other restriction by the 

competent authority or intended for destruction or slaughter for disease control purposes. 

 

4.2.3  All tests required for the aquatic animal(s) to qualify for export to Canada must be 

performed bt a laboratory approved by the exporting country’s competent authority for 

aquatic animal health. 

 

4.2.4  The influent water and transport water as well as any other susceptible aquatic 

animals which contact the animals to be exported during transport, must be EITHER free 

of {DiseaseList}, OR treated in a manner approved by the CFIA that will destroy these 

pathogens prior to contact with the aquatic animals. 

 

4.2.5  The shipment of live aquatic animals must be free from visible ectoparasites and 

intermediate hosts 

 

4.2.6  {DiseaseList} are compulsorily notifiable to the competent authority in the 

exporting country 

 

4.2.7  Only those species specified in the import permit are included in the shipment and 

must be EITHER free from fellow travellers, OR that the shipment has been treated with 

[insert treatment] 

 

4.2.8  A sample of the population(s) sample have been tested at {ConfidenceLevelList} 

and {DiseasePrevalenceList}, for {DiseaseList}, with {TestMethodList}.  Sample 

collection must be conducted at water temperatures, times, seasons or under 

environmental conditions that is conducive to detecting these pathogens (or that would 

facilitate the detection of the pathogen), if present.  For wild harvested animals,  the 

aquatic animals in the shipment must be isolated in a pre-embarkation isolation premises, 

approved by an official inspector or an official veterinary inspector of the competent 



 

authority for aquatic animal health of the exporting country, for a minimum of 7 days, or 

a longer period of time as necessary to complete the tests and/or treatments required to 

meet the requirements for import into Canada 

 
4.2.9  The Country(ies)/Zone(s)/Region(s)/ Compartment(s)/Premise(s) have not 

experienced any unexplained morbidity or mortality events within the previous 3 months 

prior to collection. 

 

4.2.10  The Country(ies)/Zone(s)/Region(s)/ Compartment(s)/ Premise(s) are subject to 

an official surveillance program for {DiseaseList}, approved by the competent authority 

as outlined in the OIE’s Aquatic Animal Health Code. 

 

 

5. Country Specific Certification (for countries with positive health status (or 

undetermined) as evaluated by the CFIA) 

In addition to the conditions listed in 4.1.2.1 to 4.2.10 above, the following post entry 

requirements apply: 

 

5.1  The containers, holding units and/or conveyances used to transport the live imported 

aquatic animal(s) must be sealed at the port of entry by an inspector designated under the 

Health of Animals Act in a manner that precludes opening, unless otherwise directed by 

an inspector. The shipment may then proceed under licence to the destination premises. 

The seals must be removed under the supervision of an inspector designated under the 

Health of Animals Act.   

 

5.2  The live aquatic animals must be quarantined in Canada at a pre-approved quarantine 

premises until such time as diagnostic results have been obtained from the approved 

laboratory. During post entry quarantine, and after a minimum of 14 days from the last 

shipment, a sample of the population must be tested at {ConfidenceLevelList} and 

{DiseasePrevalenceList} for {DiseaseList}, with {TestMethodList}. 

 

5.3 The live aquatic animal(s) must be imported into Canada through a quarantine 

premises pre-approved by a veterinary inspector designated under the Health of Animals 

Act. The premises evaluation shall include location, containment capacity and 

effectiveness for controlling introduction and spread of [{DiseaseList} in animals and 

water (influent and effluent), physical structure,, waste disposal, vector and pest control, 

movement of people, staff, security, cleaning and disinfection protocols.  At the time of 

import a valid and current report that the premises is approved must be made available 

for inspection.  

 

5.4  During quarantine, the live imported aquatic animal(s) must be physically and 

functionally (direct and indirect contact with water and animals) separated from other 

animals of differing zoosanitary health status in order to prevent the spread of disease. 

 



 

5.5  During quarantine, the effluent water that emanates from the quarantine premises, 

must either be treated in a manner that is satisfactory to the CFIA, and/or it can be 

demonstrated to the CFIA that {PathogenList}have been destroyed. 

 

5.6  During quarantine, the influent water that enters the quarantine premises must either 

be free of {PathogenList}and any aquatic animals susceptible to those pathogens, or it  

can be demonstrated to the CFIA that the influent water has been treated in such a 

manner that destroys these pathogens prior to contact with the imported aquatic animals. 

 

5.7  Until released from quarantine, any waste generated from the live imported aquatic 

animals, including culls or mortalities, must be disposed of in a manner that prevents the 

spread of disease and also can not be used for feeding to any other aquatic animals unless 

treated sufficiently to destroy {PathogenList}. 

 

5.8  The pre-approved quarantine premises must continue to operate under the established 

quarantine procedures for the duration of quarantine and the premises may be subject to 

routine inspection.  Deviation from the established procedures could lead to the animals 

being ordered removed from Canada, or be subject to other corrective actions acceptable 

to the CFIA. 

 

6.0 Additional end use requirements for premises where compartmentalization is 

deemed to apply: 

 

6.1 The aquatic animals in this shipment come from a compartment that is free from  

[insert disease].  The compartment must be approved by the exporting country’s 
Competent Authority and recognized by the CFIA as part of that country’s 
Compartmentalization Program. 

 

7.0Additional end use specific requirements  

 

7.1 If the aquatic animal(s) have been fed raw or live aquatic animals or products prior to 

export, the feed must be tested and certified as being free of {DiseaseList}. 

 

Formatted: Not Highlight


